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he had with him, and his entourage were often hard put to it to
replace such things during a campaign.

The Emperor gave the enemy no peace. The pursuit went on
day and night. On the march, Ludwig again gave himself over to
his meditations. Here he was, obliged to ride in the suite of the
man whom he regarded as the oppressor of his German homeland
and as an unscrupulous adventurer, whilst over there the Austrians
rightly claimed: 'We are fighting for Germany against the
tyrant.' Love for his country and hatred of the Frenchman
flamed up in Ludwig's heart. A trusted adjutant was riding by
his side: 'Oh, why did I not thrust my sword yesterday into
Napoleon's heart? I could have done it so easily! How many
lives would have been saved by such an act!'

'Be prudent, Your Royal Highness/ whispered the officer.
'Consider, is not this brilliant leader making Bavaria great,
mighty and victorious?' Ludwig was alone in his opinion. Even
his immediate entourage was under the influence of this great
Napoleon and not in sympathy with the Prince.

During the battle of Eggmiihl on the 22nd, the Crown Prince's
Division fought on the French left flank and was therefore at some
distance from the Emperor. Ludwig was repeatedly under heavy
fire. It was not until evening that he saw Napoleon at the Castle
of Egloffsheim. The Emperor was well satisfied with the results
of the day, but was obviously very tired. He kept falling asleep
at table and during the conversation. With the utmost effort he
pulled himself together to give fresh orders. The next day the
march continued. Crown Prince Ludwig at the head of his
Division passed through Landshut, where he had once studied,
and through all the country where he had wandered with his
tutor. Those were happy and carefree days! And now? Germany
itself was flooded with French armies of war which marched
through Bavaria as though it were their own land.

'In Teutschland the Teutsche no longer dares call himself Teutsch
Nor express what he feels for his Fatherland.'

It was a time of violence and excitement, but how would it end?
The future remained uncertain.

The initial battles against the Imperial main army, which took
place between the 20th and 24th of April, had been phenomenally
successful for the French. Napoleon was preparing to invade the
Austrian provinces. On the 25th Crown Prince Ludwig and his